FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 20 Harlem Meeting to Address

“The Health Care Emergency in Our Communities:

 Inequities and the Insurance Crisis.”

Gil Noble, Byllye Avery and Drs. Gerald Thomson, Linnea Capps and Gerald Deas to speak

Contact: Joanne Landy, MPH 

(212) 666-4001  cell (646) 207-5203

Physicians for a National Health Program – 

New York Metro Chapter

NEW YORK, NY April 6, 2006  -- An outstanding group of physicians, joined by Emmy Award-winning host and producer of ABC’s “Like It Is” Gil Noble and Byllye Y. Avery, founder of the Avery Institute for Social Change and the Black Women's Health Imperative, will speak on Thursday, April 20 at 5pm at Harlem Hospital for a public forum on “The Health Care Emergency in Our Communities: Inequities and the Insurance Crisis.” Noble and Avery will be joined by Dr. Gerald E. Thomson, Lambert and Sonneborn Professor of Medicine Emeritus and Senior Associate Dean Emeritus at Columbia University, Dr. Linnea Capps, Chairperson of the Ethics Committee at Harlem Hospital, and Dr. Gerald W. Deas, Professor in the Department of Preventive Medicine at SUNY Downstate College of Medicine in Brooklyn. The event will be held in Manhattan at Harlem Hospital, 135th Street and Lenox Avenue (Malcolm X Boulevard), Meeting-Room 6101, Martin Luther King Pavilion. A reception will follow in Room 6104. The meeting is open to the public, and free of charge.

The forum is sponsored by the New York Metro Chapter of Physicians for a National Heath Program and Region IX of the Student National Medical Association. It will be co-chaired by Dr. Ayodele Green, a third-year resident in the department of Psychiatry at Harlem Hospital and Ayana Jordan, MD-PhD Student at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx. “We have called this meeting because the health care situation in our communities is desperate,” noted Dr. Green. “The age-adjusted death rate of Harlem continues to be 40% above the City-wide average. Our death rate from diabetes is the highest in the City, and the death rate from HIV/AIDS is among the highest. People of color in this country continue to suffer from gross inequities in access to quality health care. We need to guarantee health insurance to everyone with an expanded and improved ‘Medicare for All,’ and we need be vigilant to insure that people of color get equal treatment.” 

Physicians for a National Health Program is a national organization, headquartered in Chicago, that advocates for single-payer national health insurance. The Student National Medical Association, with its headquarters in Washington D.C., is a national organization that works to address disparities in health care, medical education for students of color, and the needs and progression of a historically underserved population. The April 20 forum is sponsored by the local organizations of both groups. For further information contact PNHP-NY Metro Chapter, Tel (212) 666-4001- Fax (212) 866-5847 Email: pnhpnyc@igc.org Web: www.pnhpnyc.org

