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*** PRESS RELEASE ***

For Immediate Release

Contact:  Leonard Rodberg, Ph.D.

917. 601.0186

Laura Boylan, M.D.

212.865.0057

Physician Group Notes National Dependence on 
Public Health Insurance Programs, 

Decries Rise in Uninsured in New York State

15,000 doctors: "National Health Insurance is the only solution"

The US Census Bureau today released data showing that 45.7 million Americans were uninsured last year. There would have been far more uninsured were it not for the additional 2.7 million people covered by public insurance programs – Medicare, Medicaid, and the State Children’s Insurance Program (SCHIP). Meanwhile, the population covered by private insurance continued to decline, with those covered by employment-based insurance falling to 59.3 percent of the population. Members of the NY Metro Chapter of Physicians for a National Health Program decried the continuing failing of the private insurance system and called for a national health insurance program to provide comprehensive coverage to all Americans.

In New York State, public programs were not able to counter the decline in private insurance. The Census Bureau reports that, between 2004-2005 and 2006-2007, the two-year average uninsurance rate rose from 12.8% to 13.6%, with more than 150,000 additional uninsured in our state than two years ago.

Families at all income levels are suffering from uninsurance. While 24.5% of those in households with income less than $25,000 (13.5 million people) were uninsured, 21.1% (14.5 million) of those making between $25,000 and $49,999 were uninsured, and 10% (17.6 million) of those making more than $50,000 were uninsured. Increasingly, middle class families, like their poor counterparts, are only one illness away from economic catastrophe. 

But the physician group notes that the numbers of uninsured reported by the Census Bureau reveals only a part of the problem that Americans have paying for health care. The Census Bureau counts only those who had no insurance at all during the entire year. Tens of millions more were uninsured for part of the year, and millions more beyond that had insurance but it did not actually cover their medical 

bills. In fact, just during this past week the Commonwealth Fund reported that nearly two-thirds of US adults struggled last year to meet medical bills and went without needed medical care because of the cost. 

Members of Physicians for a National Health Program believe that this crisis of uninsurance and underinsurance reveals the ongoing unraveling – and, indeed, the obsolescence -- of our system of financing health care.  It called for a national health insurance program to provide comprehensive coverage for all. 


The doctors' group said the only solution is a single-payer national health insurance program, publicly financed but delivered by private doctors and hospitals.  Such a program would save more than $400 billion annually in administrative waste, enough to provide high-quality comprehensive coverage for all and halt the erosion of the current inefficient private system. 

A concise new book, "10 Excellent Reasons for National Health Care", edited by Mary O’Brien and Martha Livingston, Board members of the local NY Metro Chapter of PNHP, and published by the New Press, has just been released. It explains why a single payer system would effectively address the cost and quality problems of the wasteful insurance system and counteracts the false representations of such a plan made by the health insurance industry and other supporters of the status quo. 
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