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ANTHONY J. ACCURSO, is a medical student with a background in public education and strong interests in health promotion, evidence-based medicine and patient advocacy.  At Downstate, Anthony has developed educational materials on topics such as biostatistics, nutrition and cancer research.  He has served as chapter president of Downstate PNHP, and had administrative roles in Students for Social Responsibility and the medical student council.  His prior experience includes 6 years of high school science teaching and administration and one year in the non-profit sector, advocating for senior citizens.  “I intend to share my knowledge of medicine, education and teamwork with the PNHP NY Metro board.  Being a non-traditional student with substantial prior work experience, I yearn to foster collaboration between medical students, practicing physicians and other organizers as we expose the ills of the current U.S. private insurance system.”
*DAVID ALFANDRE, MD, MSPH is an assistant professor in the department of general internal medicine at Mount Sinai School of Medicine. He divides his time between a primary care practice in East Harlem, research interests in treating Hepatitis C in underserved populations, and teaching house officers and medical students. Prior to medical school, he received a public health degree from Tulane and went on to volunteer in the Peace Corps in the Commonwealth of Dominica, where he began his work in health promotion. Later, during his residency at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, while working mostly with underserved populations and witnessing the severe limitations of our health care system, he joined PNHP. He plans to bring his advocacy for single payer to house staff and medical students.

*RUTH ANTONIADES, MS works with union health and welfare funds involved in health benefit design, negotiating with local health care services, collective bargaining and purchasing coalitions. Ruth has served as adjunct and preceptor for public health, social work and residency programs. She represents labor on panels, committees and advisory boards, and has done presentations and authored articles on health planning and services at the workplace. Ruth is a member of the National Academy of Social Insurance, the American Public Health Association and the Steering Committee of Rekindling Reform. “My work on the Board of PNHP is part of a commitment to health care as a social and economic justice issue.”

*STEVEN B. AUERBACH, MD, MPH, FAAP grew up in New York City and is a graduate of Columbia University for both medical school and school of public health, residency in pediatrics at UCLA and the CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service. He served as a medical epidemiologist overseas in the Federated States of Micronesia, and now works for the Health Resources and Services Administration. He is married to Dr. Karen Becker who is faculty in the Einstein-Montefiore Dept. of Family & Social Medicine. They live on the upper west side of Manhattan and have two children. He has been a member of PNHP for many years, and blogs weekly on health care and single payer on the Daily Kos (http://www.dailykos.com/user/DrSteveB), the largest political website in the U.S.

*PETER BARLAND, MD: “Most of my professional career has been in academic rheumatology at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medical Center. From 2002 to 2005, I joined an internal medicine practice in Westchester. My experiences in private practice convinced me that our current system of health care is irrational, inequitable, inefficient and controlled by the insurance and pharmaceutical industries.  I believe that if we can get our message heard many physicians and other health care workers would join PNHP and that many politicians would support our program for national health insurance. As an active member of the faculty of the Albert  Einstein College of Medicine, I have been working with members of the Department of Social Medicine to incorporate didactic material on health care delivery systems into the curriculum for the medical students and house staff.   I believe that my background in teaching and working within large organizations has prepared me to be an effective member of the PNHP NY Metro Chapter’s Board of Directors.”

*CARMELITA BLAKE, EdD, MPH, RN - I would like to continue on the board because I feel that PNHP supports my belief that change in policy is necessary to provide quality, access and equity in health care for all the people of the United States. It has been too long since health disparities, and the lack of a medical home for several Americans have been identified, and the goal of meeting each individual’s health needs not achieved.  I am committed to helping PHNP accomplish its vision of moving the U.S. from being one of the lowest ranked nations in dimensions of a high performance health system partly because of inequities in access, to a nation in which health care becomes a right, and the millions of uninsured a bad memory.  

*LAURA S. BOYLAN, MD is a neurologist at Bellevue Hospital, at the Manhattan VA, and an Assistant Professor at NYU School of Medicine. “I joined PNHP in 1994 when I finished medical school. The passage of time and exposure to the injustice and absurdity of the current healthcare system animate me ever more to be an advocate for universal health care. I am neurology clerkship director and program director for neurology for the NYU psychiatry-neurology double board residency training program. I also serve on the Ethics Committee at Bellevue. I hope to continue to advance PNHP’s agenda by service on the Board of Directors.”
*MEYER BRAITERMAN: In addition to being on the Executive Committee of Central Brooklyn Independent Democrats, he is on the Metro NY Healthcare for All steering committee, works with Brooklyn-wide Interagency Council of the Aging, Commission on the Public’s Health System, and NYFAHC. He was PR director for the NY State Council for the Arts. “Over thirty years ago, when I started a new career as an insurance agent, Senator Kennedy was proposing national health insurance. I thought insurance companies would be eliminated from the delivery of health care. It didn't happen. I am still trying to help people survive this horrible climate. I feel that my work for PNHP these few years has been of some value and I would like to continue.”

*RICHARD BROWN, MD, MS was the first Director of Undergraduate Education in Psychiatry and Clinical Associate Professor at NJ Medical School, and later served as Medical Director of Dumont CMHC, NJ. He initiated a PNHP-led 2001 pharmaceutical company street protest and, joined by like-minded organizations, set off a series of such demonstrations. He appeared on Bill Moyers' TV program and in a NY Times expose of profligate promotions to doctors. Employing as a model the 1960s MCHR’s "Medical Presence," he initiated a white-jacketed presence for the March 2004 Anti-war March. “I will continue to work for an expanded Medicare for all and will battle with Big Pharma over unconscionable drug prices and its inordinate influence on medical education through its domination of Continuing Medical Education.”

*OLVEEN CARRASQUILLO, MD, MPH is an Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine and Health Policy & Management at Columbia University Medical Center. He also directs the Columbia Center for the Health of Urban Minorities. His research includes health insurance, access to care, managed care and minority health. Dr. Carrasquillo plays a leadership role in numerous medical associations and is co-founder of Latinos for National health Insurance. He is a practicing internist in Washington Heights. He has been an active member of the PNHP board since 2000 and has participated in dozens of PNHP-NY Metro-sponsored activities.
ELIZABETH CLARK, MD.  As an internist and geriatrician, Beth Clark has practiced in a variety of clinical settings in New York City over the last 20 years including 2 academic medical centers, 2 HHC hospitals, a community hospital and now the VA. She is on the faculties of the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine and of New York Medical College, teaches nursing students from NYU and Hunter and also enjoys lecturing in the community at senior centers, Y's, churches, synagogues and union halls. Prior to medical school she worked as an organizer for the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union. In recent years, the urge to organize has resulted in several programs and conferences for the VA and for the Metropolitan Area Geriatrics Society (the local AGS affiliate) where she just completed her term as president. Beth would be honored to serve on the board of PNHP.

*JAMES E. CONE, MD, MPH is an occupational medicine physician who is Medical Director of the World Trade Center Health Registry. He is a member of the Doctors Council in NYC.  He would like to serve in 2008-09 on the PNHP Board to continue helping organize physicians to help make a single-payer, quality health care system a reality in our lifetimes.    

*CASSANDRA BARNETTE DONNELLY: “I am a medical student at the University of Medicine and Dentistry – School of Osteopathic Medicine and a Nurse Practitioner. While serving as the Health Policy & Legislative Affairs Liaison for the Student National Medical Association, I worked to   increase medical student awareness of the Single Payer Health Care Agenda. Locally, I have participated as a panelist on the PNHP Medical Student Activism Forum. I also attended the most recent PNHP National Conference and recruited other SNMA members to do the same. As a member of the board, I look forward to continuing the work to make single payer National Health Care a reality for all.”

*OLIVER FEIN, MD is a practicing general internist and Professor of Clinical Medicine and Public Health at Weill Medical College of Cornell University, where he also serves as Associate Dean for Affiliations and is responsible for the Office of Global Health Education. As Associate Dean, he has diversified clinical education for Weill Cornell students through affiliations with hospitals in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens and through global health experiences. He is Chair of PNHP's NY Metro Chapter, President-elect of national PNHP, and  Vice President for the United States Public Health Association. "My goals for the chapter include increasing our activism and expanding our impact through educating and organizing both within the medical community and the community at large."

*DEBORAH FEUERMAN: “I'm a Program Assistant at the American Thoracic Society. I have a BA in Communication Arts with a specialization in film and video and recently completed a social work course at Hunter. I'm a passionate volunteer for single payer and it's an honor to be a part of this organization. I produce the monthly Manhattan public access TV show "Single Payer: Health Care For All" with PNHP's advisement. Clips from the show are on youtube.com/medicareforall. I look forward creating new episodes in the studio as well as in the field. I hope to serve on the board so that I will have the ability to strategize and convey our goals to the general public.” 

*BARBARA GATTON, MD-Statement delayed.

*AYODELE GREEN, MD "Dr. Martin Luther King said it best when he stated,'Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.' I joined PNHP because health isn't a commodity to be bought and sold; the healthcare system should be concerned about preventing and treating illness. I have been a member of PNHP since medical school and I am currently a graduating from Psychiatric Residency at Harlem Hospital. During my residency I helped organize and co-chaired an important PNHP forum at Harlem Hospital. I am starting a Child and Adolescent Psychiatry fellowship in UMDNJ and I am planning to participate in PNHP activities in New Jersey next year."

*MARK HANNAY: “My interest in serving on the Board is to facilitate coordination of activities and mutual interests between PNHP and the broader universal health care movement embodied in the organization I staff, Metro NY Health Care for All Campaign (Dick Brown represents PNHP to our Steering Committee).  PNHP-NY Metro plays a catalytic role in bringing together a variety of health professionals and their students committed to giving voice to the medical and public health imperative of fundamental health care reform, and countering the conservative, parochial orientation of many mainstream professional associations, thereby strengthening the movement for health care reform.”
CARYL J. HEATON, D.O., IS A GRADUATE OF Michigan State University College of Oseteopathic Medicine and completed her residency at the Ohio State University.  At UMDNJ she has been a predoctoral director and residency director and in the last year, directed an elective entitled “Introduction to Health Care Reform.”  She is a recent past president of the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine.  “I would like to serve because of my deep commitment to health care reform in this country.  I feel that the current system promotes inefficiencies and waste, and that in addition to its other goals, PNHP should strongly endorse a national discussion on what get covered in any universal program.  Without a national discourse on the benefits and limits of medical treatments, the cost will continue to grow.”
*PETER INGRALDI, MD is a General Surgeon and Surgical Intensivist in a private group practice in Norwalk, Connecticut. Until 2007, he was Associate Director of the Department of Surgery, Queens Hospital Center. Throughout the 1990's he was active in physicians' unions, as Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Interns and Residents, then United Salaried Physicians and Dentists, and finally Vice-President of the National Doctors Alliance/SEIU. After leaving organized physician labor, PNHP became the logical choice to focus his progressive activism. He hopes that physician PNHP members in the metro NY area can work harder to recruit their colleagues to the cause of single payer health care, to join PNHP, and become active participants in organizing support for PNHP and reaching out to local communities.

*MARIANNE JACKSON, PhD: "I am a clinical psychologist in private practice in Brooklyn. I worked for many years as a psychologist at Manhattan Psychiatric Center in their inpatient service and their outpatient clinic in Harlem. I am active in the New York State Psychological Association and am currently Co-chair of their Health Care Committee, which is working to educate our members about the need for health care reform and build support for the single payer approach. I have been on the board of the PNHP-NY Metro Chapter for several years. I give talks on health care reform with an emphasis on mental health issues. I am interested in bringing together mental health professionals to support single payer.

*AYANA JORDAN is a fifth year MD/PhD student at Albert Einstein. Since joining PNHP in 2004, she helped to organize and co-chair a forum at Harlem Hospital, attended by 100 people. Ayana co-chaired the student forum entitled Medical Student Activism, Past, Present, and Future and also organized a talk at Einstein, entitled Healthcare 101: What do you really know? Ayana spoke on WBAI radio about the importance of medical students supporting single-payer. She is working with Dr. Barland to implement lectures about single-payer in the Einstein curriculum. As a result, Einstein incorporated a mandatory debate into the first year class discussing single-payer vs. market-based health care.  Ayana looks forward to building partnerships between communities of color, medical students and PNHP.

*JAY KALLIO is a long-time community activist and organizer. As both a patient and a volunteer EMT since 1972, he has firsthand front-line experience with the increased morbidity and mortality of people who have little access to health care. Jay has worked for political campaigns in NYC in every election since 1975, and has assisted in drafting and promoting legislation on the city and state levels during that time. He combines a deeply felt commitment to promoting healthcare as a human right with a practical, pragmatic approach to creating the legislation, institutions, and financial instruments needed to implement healthcare provision on a national scale. Jay would like to be of service to the PNHP Board in whatever way he can.

*EMMA KAPLAN-LEWIS: “I am finishing my third year at the Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education. I have been a member of my school's chapter of PNHP since I came to the school, and the president for the past two years. I have organized many PNHP events for the students of Sophie Davis, including planning a comparative medical systems trip to Toronto, Canada as well as holding an open mic/ freestyle competition to spread awareness about inequality in health and raise money for hurricane Katrina victims. I am extremely dedicated to the fight for national health care and look forward to learning more and working with my peers to improve the system.”

*MARC LAVIETES, MD is Associate Professor of Medicine at the NJ Medical School (Pulmonary Division). “My social conscience stems from childhood. My father, a physician-activist, worked for the Spanish people against Fascism. Subsequently, he suffered governmental harassment for this during McCarthyism. I remember his working for Lyndon Johnson in 1964, saying ‘Goldwater would wage war in Vietnam!’ I recognized his pain later when Johnson escalated the war. At times I have put energy into social activism (Physicians for Social Responsibility; the Coalition for a Nuclear Free Harbor in NY, 1980s). I have greatly ENJOYED MY TIME  (2003-8) as a PNHP local Board member and speaker. I look forward to furthering my involvement with PNHP-NY Metro.”  

*JESSICA LEE, MPH is an MD student at SUNY Downstate. She worked at the Center for Immigrant Health, NYU School of Medicine as the Cultural Competence Training Manager. She developed curriculum for and trained HMO staff and physicians to better serve NYC immigrant minority populations. As a PNHP leader since 2004, Jessica has contributed to making PNHP a visible organization at Downstate and galvanized fellow students to get involved. Activities included speakers, debates, curriculum reform, opportunities to lobby for insurance equality issues, and fundraising. PNHP provides an intersection of many of Jessica’s passions, such as social justice, health as a human right, and politics, and she hopes to bring vital energy to the Board.

*MARTHA LIVINGSTON, PhD, Vice Chair of this chapter, is Associate Professor of Health and Society at the State University of New York College at Old Westbury. A PNHP member since 1991, she has organized numerous speaker training workshops for the chapter, sessions on universal health care at the Socialist Scholars Conference and Left Forum, and at the annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, where she is a leader of the Socialist Caucus. Dr. Livingston studied in the Province of Saskatchewan, Canada, has researched and written on the Canadian health care system, and was a recipient of the Canadian Embassy's Canadian Studies Research Grant.  “This health care system has got to go, and I would like to continue working to hasten its departure!”

*DAVID MARCUS is a medical student at SUNY Downstate.  He has a B.S. in Biology and Ecology from Ben-Gurion University and spent his childhood and adolescence in the U.S., Africa and Israel.  Upon returning to the U.S. he worked for NYPIRG as a campaigner and field manager.  He currently heads Downstate PNHP and is an officer of Downstate AMSA. “Having lived in a country that provides everyone with quality healthcare, I see the situation in the U.S. as almost criminal. A main issue we have to tackle, in working for Single Payer NHI, is disinformation. As a board member I hope to help turn public opinion in our favor and expand on activities I have helped start at Downstate.”

*GLORIA MATTERA, MEd is currently the Program Director of the Department of Child Life and Developmental Services at Bellevue Hospital. She has been working with underserved children and families in the public hospital system for over 20 years and credits that experience with solidifying her commitment to a universal heath care program. She is co-chair of the Green Party of New York State and has run for local office several times; highlighting single payer health care as one of her issues.  She would like to continue her commitment to PNHP Metro by being re-elected to the Board
*MARTIN MAYER, MD, MPH retired, after thirty years with the Suffolk County Health Department, where he was Deputy Director of Public Health and Chief of the Bureau of Epidemiology and Disease Control. He received a degree in Chemical Engineering from CCNY and his MD from SUNY Upstate Medical Center. He completed a NY State Residency in Public Health and received an MPH from the University of Michigan. Upon retirement, he remained a consultant to the Department, until moving to Manhattan in 2004. He has long been interested in reforming the present health care system, with all its inequities and inefficiencies. He sees PNHP as an organization through which he can work towards the goal of a universal access, single payer health care system.

*LAWRENCE A. MELNIKER, MD, MS: I completed residencies in Internal Medicine and Emergency Medicine, a fellowship in Clinical Epidemiology, and been an Associate Residency Director and Fellowship Director; and now am Vice Chairman for Quality Management at NY Methodist Hospital.  My primary area of interest is assessing the effect of clinician-performed ultrasound on patient outcomes. After getting to know Oliver Fein, I joined PNHP, have enjoyed the monthly offerings, and completed the Leadership Training program in 2005. While some in our movement have called for eliminating market forces from healthcare, I believe we can no more purge these forces than gravity. Redirecting market forces should be our goal, specifically, from the current treatment-centric to a prevention-first approach. A National Health Program can lead to a prevention-oriented system, improve outcomes, and reduce costs.

*SPENCER NABORS, MD, MPH is Clinical Assistant Instructor in Emergency Medicine/Internal Medicine at SUNY Downstate and Kings County Hospital. He received his MA from NYU, and his MPH from Columbia. At SUNY Downstate he served as Treasurer and Co-President of the Daniel Hale Williams Society, Director of “Operation Success” Summer Program. He has been active in the Student National Medical Association, the oldest and largest national organization focused on the needs and concerns of medical students of color, serving as Region IX Director in 2001-2003, and also as Board Chairman. “During the last seven years, I became very involved with PNHP, co-sponsoring events, speaking, fundraising and now as a Board member. These efforts derived from a basic admiration for PNHP’s mission.” 
*MARY E. O’BRIEN, MD: “I have practiced medicine in New York City for the past 30 years - doing my residency at Presbyterian and then working for ten years as Director of St. Luke’s ER. Now I work at Columbia Student Health Services. For the past nine summers I have volunteered in a rural clinic in the Mississippi Delta where I have seen more severe and entrenched poverty and ill health than I have ever seen in New York City. I joined PNHP to work more actively for universal health care. I serve as the chair of the media/communications committee.”

*RUTH OCHROCH, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist. Clinical Professor, NYU Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology, 1957-1996. Diplomated in Clinical Psychology and Psychoanalysis by the American Board of Professional Psychology; Former Trustee of that Board. Active in the NYS Psychological Association: Immediate Past President - unprecedentedly twice-elected as President, first in 1984; Former Parliamentarian; Former Liaison, NY State Board for Psychology and Interdisciplinary Forum for Mental Health and Family Law; Co-chair, Bylaws Committee. Member, NYS Downstate Medical (Psychological) Records Review Committee; Consultant, NYS Office of Professional Discipline. Active in the American Psychological Association: Former Representative, APA Council of Representatives; Former Task Force Member; Former Chair, Ethics Committee. Dr. Ochroch is active in and committed to working for a single payer plan for health care.

*DAN O'CONNELL, MD, MPH: "I've been a family physician in the Bronx since 1991. I practice at Montefiore Family Health Center and teach Family Medicine residents in Montefiore's Social Medicine program. I've worked on universal health care issues since 1986, and have been on the Board of the Chapter since 1995. I'm happy to be a veteran of the 1994 Proposition 186 campaign for single payer in the state of California, and I look forward to the coming 2007-2008-2009 cycle of elections and health reform. I've given single payer talks to groups of medical students, residents, and nursing students. I look forward to working with both the Westchester and Manhattan members of PNHP towards the changes we need."

*ROBERT A. PADGUG, PhD teaches health policy and administration IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM at Brooklyn College (CUNY).  He is co-convener of Rekindling Reform,  serves on the Health Reform Committee of the Professional Staff  Congress (CUNY), and is Brooklyn College’s representative on the union’s Benefits Advisory Council.  He is co-chair of PNHP’s New York State Action Committee.  “My experience tells me that a rational, national health insurance system with equitable contributions and broad risk pooling is necessary and attainable, and I intend to work closely with PNHP to help achieve it.”

*RICHARD N. PIERSON, Jr., MD: “From leadership roles in organized medicine (president of NY County, NYCHSRO, AMA Delegate and Board, Empire BC/BS, 13 yrs) and as a full-time Professor (Medicine, Columbia), I have seen Health Care become more powerful, and less available, a uniquely American for-profit, competition-based non-system; waste is the dominant feature. We must select from many national single-payer models, reach ALL health-care providers, lawyers, statesmen, and politicians. I speak to, and for, academic, practitioner, research and student communities. We now will speak to many constituencies, from rock-solid data and analysis, with conservatives, moderates, and liberals. Since last year, I have become a speaker to many Labor groups. I am glad to be here.”
LINDA PRINE, M.D., is a family practitioner at the Sidney Hillman Family Practice, on the faculty of the Beth Israel Residency Program in Urban Family Practice and an associate clinical professor of family medicine at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.  Dr. Prine is also on the staff of Planned Parenthood, NYC. She helped found the Reproductive Health Access Project (RHAP) and the Center for Reproductive Health Education in Family Medicine, both are programs dedicated to expanding access to abortion through family medicine.   She has published in medical journals and presented widely at medical conferences on topics in women’s reproductive health care.  Dr. Prine is the chair of the Public Health Commission of the NY State American Academy of Family Physicians.  She has been a member of PNHP since 1989.  “I believe we have a unique opportunity at this time to promote single payer health care reform, not only to physicians, but to a broader audience.  Now that we have 59% of physicians, including my own NY State Academy of Family Physicians, supporting single payer, we need to become more vocal to a broader audience.  Because I have been active in the reproductive rights movement, I think I can play a role in reaching out to that broad community on behalf of PNHP.” 
*ALEC PRUCHNICKI, MD has his MD from Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He has 15 years’ experience in geriatrics, including a fellowship at UCLA. He is now working at the Lott Assisted Living Facility in New York, and is affiliated with the Division of Geriatrics at St. Vincent's Hospital, and New York Medical College. He has been a member of the Chapter Board since its formation in 1998, and in the past served as treasurer for the chapter. “I’ve used my experiences in geriatric care as a basis for talking to groups of retired people, our natural allies, on the need for a national health system, and hope to continue this in the future.”

*NAKUL RAYKAR is a medical student at the New Jersey Medical School.  He graduated from the Rutgers-NB School of Engineering in 2006. He is currently Co-President of the NJMS chapters of the American Medical Student Association and PNHP. At Rutgers, he was president of the Engineering student government and, in 2003, headed a successful lobbying campaign to restore a $3.2 million state scholarship and financial aid program. Nakul feels his involvement in AMSA and PNHP and his legislative/lobbying experience as an undergraduate can be useful for the coordinated public education and media campaigns on single-payer in NJ during the approaching election year. He is dedicated towards working with PNHP-NY Metro and NJ leaders to expand the PNHP presence in the Garden State.

*STANLEY REICHMAN, MD: “Because I have been an academic physician both teaching and practicing medicine for over 50 years, I have personally experienced the dramatic changes that have occurred in health care over the last generation and a half.  My passion for the teaching and practice of general medicine makes these changes even more dramatic and disturbing to me.  Not only do I strongly believe that this country must adopt a single payer system, but I also feel that the nature of health care delivery must also change dramatically.  Both of these issues are interdependent. Both of these issues are interdependent.  As a champion for generalism and the need for each patient to have a general, it is my intention to devote time and energy to the goals of PNHP.  I am an Associate Professor at the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, and a retired internist.  I was Chief of Community Medicine at the new North General Hospital for 12 years after its inception.”

*ARTHUR REISEL, EdD: “After a 1959 psychology internship I worked at a State Hospital, mental health clinics and as a public school psychologist. I taught graduate courses at Rutgers University. From 1971 to today I’ve been in fulltime psychotherapy private practice. I attended the NYC Jungian Institute from 1979 to 1985. I served as co-chair of the NYS Psychological Association Health Care Committee and as President of the NYSPA Division of Social and Cross-cultural Issues. Pursuing a Single Payer Health System I have had three letters to the editor published in the NY Times and four articles printed in the Times Herald-Record, serving the Hudson Valley and Catskills. I want to continue serving on the PNHP-NY Metro board pursuing a Single Payer Health System.”

*LEONARD RODBERG, PhD began his health care reform activities in 1974 when he led the development of the Dellums Health Service Act. Along with his late wife Joanne Lukomnik, he was one of the founders of PNHP in the late ‘80s. He has served on the Board of the NY Metro Chapter for a number of years and has been Treasurer and Research Director of the Chapter. He teaches Urban Studies at Queens College and directs the Infoshare Community Data Service (www.infoshare.org). He speaks and writes frequently for the Chapter.
ELIZABETH R. ROSENTHAL, M.D., has been  a dermatologist in private practice in Mamaroneck, NY for the past 32 years.  Dr. Rosenthal graduated from Smith College and NYU School of Medicine and began her own practice in 1976.  “I have been a passionate advocate of singe payer national health insurance for several years.  As someone who has been in practice for over 30 years I have had a front row seat at the unraveling of our health care system.  As the mother of three grown sons, with jobs that don’t provide health insurance, I see the impact this failure has in a personal way!  Newly semi-retired, I have more time to devote to the cause of seeing that our government adopts a single-payer national health program. I have been a member of PNHP for 5 years and very active for the past year.  I am ready, willing and able to give my all. I feel that what I lack in experience as an activist and  knowledge of all the numbers and details, I make up for with commitment and enthusiasm.  I would be very happy to be a member of the Board of Directors of the NY Metro Chapter.”
*ERIC SAWYER, MPA worked in Employee Compensation until an AIDS diagnosis force Eric on LTD. Eric developed HIV illness in 1981, and responded by co-founding ACT UP NY; Housing Works (the Nation’s Largest HIV/AIDS Agency); and HealthGAP (an AIDS Treatment Access Organization). Eric has served on the Boards of GNP+, the Student Campaign for Global Justice (presently) and on numerous WHO-GPA and UNAIDS Expert Advisory Consultations - developing the United Nations’ Governmental Advisory Policies on HIV/AIDS. Eric helped lead ACT UP’s Gore Presidential Campaign on AIDS in Africa and the lack of treatment access. Eric is helping to lead ACT UP’s campaign to organize the AIDS community in support of a single payer national healthcare system.

*CAROL SCHNEEBAUM, MD – “After being a family physician for 38 years at Montefiore Medical Group, experiencing 38 years of change in medical practice, as we managed to be managed for the benefit of big business, private for-profit insurance and big pharm, I knew that the next moral and necessary step for me was  working with PNHP for a single payer national health program. For the past three years I have worked on organizing meetings for our Westchester branch, street activities including civil disobedience, achieving a media presence as a member of the Communications Committee, and educating myself about the issues, doing speaker and leadership trainings and attending a recent conference on the Canadian system in Saskatchewan. I have been a Board member for the past two years.”

*VICTOR SIDEL, MD is Distinguished University Professor of Social Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center and Albert Einstein COM and Adjunct Professor of Public Health at Cornell Weill Medical College of Cornell University, co-founder and former member of the PNHP National Board, past president of PHANYC and APHA and co-founder and past president of PSR and IPPNW. “I am eager to continue serving on the Board to contribute to building the chapter and supporting PNHP’s work. The distraction of work on Barry Levy's and my new book, Social Injustice and Public Health, published by Oxford University Press, is over. I hope to do more with PNHP next year.”

*PETER STEINGLASS, MD is President Emeritus of the Ackerman Institute for the Family, and Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Weill/Cornell University Medical College. He is also Director of the Ackerman’s Center for Substance Abuse and the Family. He hopes his family clinical and research expertise, and his interest in bringing a stronger family focus to health care delivery, will continue to add an important perspective to the Board. Dr. Steinglass has served on the membership committee for the past several years, and more recently has been giving Grand Rounds lectures on behalf of PNHP to various psychiatry, medicine and pediatrics departments in the NYC Metro area. He plans to continue his committee work and speaking engagements for the Chapter.
PETER VICCELLIO, MD, FACEP, is an Emergency physician.  He is Vice Chairman, clinical director, professor, Emergency Medicine Department of Emergency Medicine, School of Medicine, SUNY at Stony Brook.  His degrees include a BS from MIT and MD from Harvard.  “Practicing emergency medicine has provided me a unique opportunity to appreciate how completely our current health care system has failed. Having had some experience and success in other areas of health care policy, I believe I can positively contribute to PNHP's mission of having our country finally adopt a single payer system for health care.”
*BENJAMIN WAINFELD, MD, Clinical Professor of Preventive Medicine and Community Health, has taught in the department's first- and second- year small-group teaching programs for over 20 years. He received his medical degree from the University of Geneva, and did his residency in Medicine at Kings County Hospital Center. He was for many years Director of Community Health Services and Ambulatory Care at Brookdale Hospital Medical Center. Currently, Dr. Wainfeld is a member of the Board for Professional Medical Conduct, where he presides over hearings regarding physicians charged with various acts of professional misconduct. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Public Health Association of New York City (PHANYC).

*KENNETH WEINBERG, MD: “I've been an ER physician for nearly 25 years, presently am Assistant Director of the ED at Holy Name Hospital in Teaneck, NJ. I'm also an Instructor in The Program in Narrative Medicine at Columbia Med. I have been involved with PNHP for many years and on the board for four years. As an ER doctor I am frustrated and angered every day I work by the gross inequities and nightmares engendered by our health care "system". I find my involvement in PHNP to be a very rewarding and stimulating way to try and change that so that everyone in our country can have access to quality medical treatment.”
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